Getting To Know Your Class' Favourite Reads
This is a great activity for the start of term ‘getting to know you’ time. It will give you an insight into who the keen or dormant readers are, what their tastes are and should be great fun at the same time.
1. Get pupils to think of the favourite book they’ve ever read/had read to them/listened to – but they’re not allowed to tell anyone! Get some elongated triangle squares (bunting shape) and ask them to write three words that describe the book somehow – ‘good’ and ‘interesting’ are banned! They should also write their name.
2. Ask them to turn the paper over and draw something from the book – it could be a character, an object, a bit of the cover, something from the title, anything.
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4. Combine all the triangles together, and add yours and any TA’s. Over the course of the year you can re-visit this, and get pupils to update their triangles with their new favourite books – you should change yours and the TAs too.
This activity can seem like pure fun but actually it can tell you a lot about the reading habits of your class. If anyone struggles because they ‘don’t like reading’ – tell them it doesn’t have to be a book they’ve loved, just the one they’ve hated least…this should take the pressure off, and mention they can do picture books – was there a book they enjoyed when theywere younger?
Be inclusive:
– In what they read: allow magazines, reading in other languages, comics etc – at this point you need to know where your class is starting from on their reading journey so it’s important it’s authentic if you are going to get them to connect with reading.
– In how they read: reading for pleasure is about enjoyment, and research seems to indicate that children still acquire vocabulary through listening to language – they don’t have to see letters on a page (after all, reading Braille books is reading). So if you’ve got someone who struggles with written language take the barrier away. Read to them, get them audio books, get them graphic novels.
Are there any trends? Did they have a class read last year they loved? Did one genre crop up more than the others? Do you need to adapt the class library to reflect the tastes of the new cohort?
Have you read any? If not you could get them to vote on which one you should start with. The key point about reading for pleasure is, as Frank Cottrell Boyce said, you can’t teach it – you have to share it. So join them, and read a book, listen to a book that they can relate to.
If you were to re-do this at the end of every half term or term by the end of the year you will have a very visual representation of the reading journey those pupils have been on. With careful recommendations, making sure they’re not being afraid to try books and put them down again, and persistence, those children will have a reading journey they can see unfolding in front of them.

