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Book title: Building a Home
Time: 20-60 mins
Resources: Access to online information; paper, scissors and glue for mini project
Main activity: Research British mammals’ homes for a mini project
Introduction/discussion:
Humans normally live in..? (House, flat, cottage, caravan, boat, motorhome etc). What are
the good and bad things about living in these dwellings?
Activity:
Elicit some British mammals. What are their homes called? Choose/allocate a mammal,
find out what its home looks like and how it builds it. Produce a project or presentation
about this animal’s home.
Fox-earth
Squirrel-drey
Badger-sett
Rabbit-warren
Mole-tunnel
Rat-nest
Mouse-hole
Beaver-lodge
Otter-holt
Hare-nest
Plenary:
What is the purpose of a home, human or animal? How should it be/not be?
Extension:
A similar study to find out about birds’ or insects’ homes. What is unusual about a cuckoo?
A hermit crab?
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Book title: How to Build an Orchestra
Time: 20-60 mins
Main activity: Write or draw what you think the music is telling us.
Resources: A means of playing music (eg CD player, smartphone etc.)
Introduction/discussion:
Start by asking the children where they would find stories: story books, films, TV, audio
books etc. Introduce the idea that our head is full of stories about things that have
happened to us or that we have seen or heard about.
Discuss imagination and visualisation; when you listen to a story, do you ‘see’ it, happening
in your mind like a film (movie)? Do you imagine the scene and what the characters look
like?
Activity:
Tell the children that they’re going to listen to some music called ‘Dawn’ by Maurice Ravel
and it was composed to help us imagine the sun rising in the morning. The children need
to close their eyes while the music starts; what can they ‘see’? Where is this happening?
What colours are there? How could they share it with others? Writing? Drawing? If it is
the beginning of the story, what is the story about? Who are the characters in the story?
This could either be produced as a story or a piece of art work.
Extension:
Other possible pieces of music:
The Four Seasons by Vivaldi (Winter)
The Planets by Holst (Mars, The Bringer of War)
Plenary:
Music without words can really get our imagination going, like stories and poems; we can
set these stories to the music we hear. A poem is often seen as ‘painting pictures with
words.’
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Book title: What Do Scientists Do All Day?
Time: 20-60 mins
Resources: Paper, colouring pencils or pens
Main activity: Create a colourful poster showing what a scientist does
Introduction/discussion:
What is a scientist and what do they do? Elicit verbs which tell us, such as: discovers,
wonders, measures, explores, observes, records, collects, invents, experiments, asks etc.
Activity:
Using the bank of words collected, in groups or as a whole class, make a colourful
poster/visual representation of what a scientist does. Gather ideas from the children as to
how it could look (Illustrations? Words?)
Extension:
A group of adjectives could be gathered to show what a scientist should be like and made
into a display: interested, patient, curious, caring etc.
The same activities could be done for: sports people, musicians, artists etc.
Plenary:
There are dozens, perhaps hundreds of different types of scientist who specialise in a
particular field. Do you want to be a scientist? If so, which area do you like the most?
Science is in everything - sport training and motivation, geography - weather patterns,
history. How science has changed and what modern science can now do?
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Book title: Why Do Things Die?
Time: 20-60 mins
Resources: Paper or scrapbook, glue, scissors, colouring pencils/pens
Main activity: Recording memories
Introduction/discussion:
Everything that is living will die at some point, that is the nature of our world. Is it
important to remember what comes into our lives? How can we remember these things?
How do we record these people and events?
Photography
Writing (a diary or blog)
VLOG/video recording
Audio recording
A fragrance
Objects as visual reminders
A poem
Be prepared to explain why you chose some of these items.
Activity:
Using a pet, member of their family, a friend, create a small memory scrapbook made up
of: drawings, photos, anecdotes/stories, souvenirs (eg ticket stub, pet collar etc). This
could be a scrapbook of lots of different people/pets/places.
This activity is probably best done at home but the scrapbooks do need to be shared at
school as well.
Plenary:
As well as memories recorded in a scrapbook, they are also stored in our minds! Swap
scrapbooks with someone else. What memories, thoughts or ideas does their scrapbook
make you think of?
Cross curricular:
Science: Plants grow and die. Some grow and die each year, others don’t. What plants do
you grow at school? Why? What kind of plant are they? What’s the oldest plant in the
world?
Music: The Lion King’s ‘Circle of Life’ is about animals living and then dying, and how
nothing can keep going for ever. There are a few different versions – do they make you
feel the same way?
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