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Book title: Fake News
Time: 20-60 minutes
Main activity: Create a conspiracy theory
Introduction/discussion:
What is a conspiracy? (the action of plotting, a secret plan). Elicit/reveal some well-known
conspiracy theories eg the moon landings, flat earth, the death of Elvis Presley, chemtrails.
Activity:
Make a conspiracy theory: Discuss a widely held belief, supposed scientific fact or
historical event and explain your conspiracy in detail: what is its purpose? Who is behind
it? Example: Great Britain lost the Battle of Britain and surrendered to the Nazis.
Share the theories; which ones are the least and most plausible?
Extensions:
How is a conspiracy theory different from a myth? Which category do the Loch Ness
monster or Bigfoot come under?
Plenary:
How much truth could there be in these theories? If some of them are invented, why is
this?
Cross curricular activities:
Art: design a satirical cartoon based on modern times or events from history.
https://www.original-political-cartoon.com/cartoon-history/greatest-british-politicalcartoon-all-time/
History: ‘The pen is mightier than the sword.’ Explain what this statement means. Do you
agree with it?
PSHE: Do you think that honesty is always the best policy?
Geography: Find out which countries are notorious for controlling their population. How
do they do this?
https://cpj.org/reports/2019/09/10-most-censored-eritrea-north-korea-turkmenistanjournalist/
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Book title: Have Pride
Time: 20-60 mins
Main activity: A presentation or mini project on Oscar Wilde, Alan Turing or Marlene
Dietrich.
Introduction/discussion:
(Note: This will not be an easy discussion as any number of issues may well arise).
As humans, how are we different? Discuss physical appearance (eg height, eye colour, hair
colour, skin colour). From where do these physical features come? (hereditary and possibly
environmental influences). Discuss different personality types. Also consider different
tastes in clothes, music, film etc.
Once the idea of how we are all different is established, introduce the idea of gender and
sexuality. What is established as ‘normal’? Is this more important than personality?
Activity:
Oscar Wilde, Alan Turing and Marlene Dietrich are all significant figures in human history
but what did they achieve and what challenges did they face? They all lived in a far less
tolerant society than the one we live in today so would they have found 2021 easier? Did
their sexuality have an effect on what they achieved?
Choose one of these and create a mini project or presentation; try to focus on the reasons
for their fame and how they were treated when they were alive.
Extension:
Find and share examples of what your chosen person did: eg an Oscar Wilde story, play or
poem.
Plenary:
What have YOU learned from the lives of Wilde, Turing and Dietrich?
Cross curricular activities:
Maths: Produce your own code for sending information and messages to others using
numbers; challenge others to crack your code.
Geography: Find out which countries have a relaxed attitude to sexual matters and which
ones are the opposite. Which countries, do you think, have the right policies and rules?
RE: What do different religions believe? For example, same sex marriages are permitted in
some countries but not in others, often on religious grounds.
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Book title: This Book is Anti-Racist
Time: 20-60 mins
Main activity: Produce an Anti-Racist display or piece of artwork
Introduction/discussion:
What does ‘racist’ mean? Why is it important to be Anti-Racist? How is this different to
Non-Racist?
Go through these terms and make notes on them in readiness for creating a display or a
piece of artwork showing some of them: Dominant Culture, Apartheid, Institutions,
Privilege, Race, Ethnicity, Prejudice, Discrimination, Colonialisation.
Activity:
Produce a colourful, striking piece of artwork which shows some of the terms mentioned
(plus any others that come up in discussion). This could be done in the form of a mind map
or in whatever shape you like.
Extension:
Look into the history of the Black Lives Matter movement. What successes and challenges
has it accomplished/faced?
Plenary:
What have you learned from discussing this book?
Cross curricular activities:
English: Read ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman; it is effective in showing the
divides which exist. For a more adventurous, longer read, try Alex Haley’s ‘Roots’ in which
a black American traces his ancestry.
History: Research and present on either Olaudah Equiano, Mary Seacole, Walter Tull or
choose someone else from here: https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/section/bhmfirsts/.
PSHE: Have you heard of the people listed above? Can you name modern british people of
colour who are widely respected? What makes them respected? What qualities do they
possess; are there any common traits?
Geography: People have always migrated; why do you think this happens?
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