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Book title: Big Ideas for Young Thinkers
Time: 20-60 mins
Main activity: Write your own creation story which explains how something came to be.
Introduction/discussion:
Explore some of the different ideas about how the world was made (eg Big Bang, Creation
from the Bible). How did older civilisations explain the natural world around them?
(through creation myths). Which creation myths or stories do we know? (eg fairy stories,
Greek myths). Apart from being theories about existence, these tales were also designed
to entertain.
Activity:
Introduce Aesop’s Fables or Kipling’s Just So Stories to explain what their writing could
look like. For example, How The Elephant Got His Trunk.
Start with a question they have about something natural around them and make a creation
story to explain its origin eg a tree and its branches, where the wind comes from, why
does it get dark?
Extension:
The children should try to share their stories. There are many display possibilities involved
with the main activity.
Further reading: Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder. (This is a challenging read for this age
group, although higher ability children may be interested).
Plenary:
Do you think that scientists are right in everything? Could there be a higher being, such as
God?
Cross curricular activities:
Science: find out about Charles Darwin’s evolution theory. What did he mean by ‘survival
of the fittest’? Why were Christians so upset with Darwin?
English: Discover myths from other cultures (eg Norse, Native American etc.)
RE: Find out about what Buddhists believe; how is Buddhism different to other world
religions? (Buddhism is a way of life as much as a religion).
Art: Colourful representations of the children’s myths would be wonderful for a display.
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Book title: How Many Mice Make An Elephant?
Time: 20-60 mins
Main activity: Maths puzzles and riddles
Introduction/discussion: Numbers are all around us and are vital to our existence; can you
give some examples? (Timetables, cooking, travel etc)
Warm up activity:
Work out the answers to these:
Dan threw a tennis ball so that it travelled a short distance, stopped, and then
reversed direction and returned to his hand. Dan did not bounce the ball off a wall or
any other object, and no strings or other items were attached to the ball. How did he
do this?
Answer: He threw the ball straight up in the air, and it fell back down.
If it takes 3 men 3 days to dig 3 holes, how long will it take 3 men to dig ½ of a hole?
Answer: You can’t dig half a hole.
A horse is tied to a 10 metre long rope. A haystack is 30 metres away. However, the
horse is able to eat the hay, even though the rope does not break or stretch in any
way. How could this be?
Answer: The other end of the rope is not tied to anything.
Main activity:
Fruit Solar System
This activity, from the Royal Observatory Greenwich, helps children grasp the various
sizes of planets in our Solar System using mostly fruit, with some other items. The class
discussion before the activity encourages students to take an educated guess as to which
planet each item represents.

(cont.)
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Equipment per team (multiply as necessary for teams):
1 watermelon
1 large grapefruit
1 large apple
1 orange (slightly smaller than apple)
2 cherry tomatoes
1 blueberry
1 large peppercorn
The children need to order the planets by distance from the Sun. Since the distances
involved are too big for the classroom, the objects can simply be placed beside each other.
If desired the planets can be spread out properly using a distance scale, given in a table or
this activity could be done outside!
Plenary
This activity should give the children some idea of how colossal our solar system is and
how far away we are from the other planets and the sun. It might also give them some
concept of the size of the planets and the sun.

Cross curricular activities:
DT: Are you able to notice details and shapes? Try this game:
https://freegames.org/gb/tangrams/
English: Can you make up your own maths based riddle?
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Book title: I Am Not A Label
Time: 20-60 mins
Resources: Blindfold, foam ear plugs, radio/TV/fan for white noise, a pile of papers or
books
Main activities: A series of activities to help empathise with those who have a disability
and who have to overcome challenges
Introduction/discussion:
What is a disability? What types are there? (Physical, Social, Intellectual, Hearing, Vision,
Learning, Communication). Elicit an example of each one.
Activity:
Thinking about the things you learned in the introduction, design a building which ensures
everyone has equal access. What are the things which caused difficulties for some people?
What could you use instead? For example, consider steps or a ramp; signs or audible
notices?
Plenary:
What have we learned about the difficulties and challenges facing those with a disability?
How do we feel about the people in the book ‘I Am Not A Label’ and what they have
achieved?
Extension:
Read or watch one of these articles and then summarise it for others. What do you think
about the article?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/53537658
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/40992719
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/55918906
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zch9g7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zf6hmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfk4g7h
Cross-curricular
Sport: Next year the Olympic Games should take place in Japan. Do some research into
the Paralympics. Why and when did they start? Can you do a timeline of the development
of the games? (https://www.paralympic.org/paralympic-games/summer-overview) Which
sports are included?
Staff may find this an interesting article for context:
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20210330-the-harmful-ableist-language-youunknowingly-use
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Book title: Youthquake
Time: 20-60 mins
Main activity: Write a short autobiography
Introduction/discussion:
What is a biography? How is it different to an autobiography? What is the
origin/etymology of ‘autobiography’? (Ancient Greek, self-life-writing).
What facts would people like to know about you? (perhaps, for example: birthdate and
place; your family; pets; home life; hobbies and pastimes). What else would they like to
know? (achievements; ambitions; important moments in your life, such as moving to a new
house or changing school; your thoughts and feelings about the world today; favourite
book or film etc.)
Activity:
Write your own short autobiography using the discussion points; its purpose is to
entertain so make its content light-hearted and interesting.
Extension:
Why do you think there is such interest in other people’s lives? Whose biography would
you like to write? (It could be someone from history or someone alive today). What
questions would you like to ask them?
Conduct an interview with someone you know (a friend or family member?) to write a
short biography about them, focusing mostly on their childhood if they are an adult. Make
sure you have prepared your questions first and write notes as you go along.
Plenary: You do not have to be an adult or someone famous to make an impact on the
world; no one had heard of Greta Thunberg until quite recently.
Cross curricular activities:
ICT: Record your interview, using the necessary hardware and software. Did you find this
easier than making notes?
Science: Which scientist or inventor, alive or dead, would you most like to interview/have
interviewed? Why are they/were they so important? Write a short biography about them.
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