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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
CHANGE MANAGEMENT
Richard Gerver

LEADING FROM THE MIDDLE
Barbara Allen

Education is the most
important factor determining
the future of our children, our economy, our
society and ultimately our planet. Richard
uses his experience-driven insights to clarify
the vision, thinking and processes we must
adopt if we are to develop a system that
prepares our young people for the future.

School librarians are often
leading from the middle, and
must achieve their strategic
aims by working with at least one and often
many layers of management. This can be
extremely challenging, particularly as
colleagues may have pressing priorities other
than the library. What ideas from leadership
and management are relevant to helping
school librarians be successful in these
turbulent times?

Richard Gerver is an award-winning speaker,
bestselling author, world-renowned thinker
and President of the SLA.

LIBRARIANS AS RESEARCHERS
Meera Chudasama
This session will dive into
what the role of research
enquiry is for schools, and
will consider what role librarians can play
in a research-informed community. The
lecture aims to inspire and inform, as
well as provide a shared space to discuss
how you can develop your own
small-scale inquires and understand what
opportunities arise in research.
Meera Chudasama is a teacher and Research
Lead and Editor of Innovate Journal,
highlighting her love of encouraging and
motivating teachers to become teacherresearchers.
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Barbara Allen is an author whose
background includes managing workplace,
college and university libraries.

WHY ARE WE STILL TALKING
ABOUT EQUALITY FOR WOMEN?
Kerry Jordan-Daus
WomenEd shines a light on
the systemic and structural
barriers in our system, where women are
under represented, paid less, marginalised
and denied opportunities. Working together
they seek to shake the table and make
changes for all women to be heard, seen and
be the future change leaders.
Kerry Jordan-Daus has spent over 30 years
in education. She is still involved in teaching
teachers and is a Leadership Coach currently
finishing the writing of her Doctoral Thesis
on Women in Education Leadership.
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INQUIRY: AN EDUCATIONAL AND MORAL IMPERATIVE
Dr Barbara Stripling & Darryl Toerien
The IFLA School Library Guidelines remind us that the school library exists to serve an
educational purpose - improving teaching and learning for all - and a moral purpose making a difference in the lives of young people. While equally important, our educational
purpose forms the frontline of our struggle to secure a vital future for our libraries and, to
fulfil this purpose, we must be essential to the educational process. Inquiry not only
enables us to fulfil our educational purpose, but also our moral purpose, and so becomes
our educational and moral imperative.
Darryl Toerien is the Head of
Library at Oakham School.
He is an elected member of
the Section Standing Committee
for School Libraries of IFLA, a co-opted
member of the Board of the SLA and a
Fellow of the Royal Society of the Arts.
Since 2011, he has been developing FOSIL,
which is a model of the inquiry process and
underlying continuum of literacy, inquiry,
critical thinking and technology skills based
on the work of Dr Barbara Stripling.

Dr Barbara Stripling is a
Professor Emerita at
Syracuse University, having
recently retired as Senior
Associate Dean and Associate Professor of
Practice in the School of Information
Studies. She has a long history in school
libraries, and led the development of the
New York City Information Fluency
Continuum (NYIFC) based on her influential
model of the inquiry process.

THE LATEST IN RESEARCH ON READING
National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER)
The National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) will present insights from wideranging research undertaken during the Covid-19 pandemic. They will round-up what they
know so far about the impact of school closures and differential home learning experiences
on literacy in schools and the extent of the catch-up challenge, along with sharing findings
from a new study on literacy policy in the Republic of Ireland, which has consistently
outperformed the UK nations in reading in the international PISA assessments, and what
this can tell us about policy and practice in the UK.

AUTHORS
INCLUDE:

Julian Sedgwick
Kate Milner
Geraldine McCaughrean
Emer Stamp
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James Harris
Sue Cheung
David Almond
Rashmi Sirdeshpande

Faridah Àbíké-íyímídé
Marcia Williams
Nicola Morgan
Sarah Hagger-Holt
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SATELLITE EVENTS
MONDAY
7TH
JUNE

TUESDAY
8TH
JUNE
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10.00

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
Various

14.00 14.30

MEETING THE PIRATE MUMS
Jodie Lancet-Grant, Oxford University Press

17.00

EBOOKS FOR SCHOOLS
Various

10.00

COLLABORATIVE LEADERSHIP
Emma O’Brien
In this session, Emma O’Brien discusses her
experiences in working collaboratively to advocate
for yourself and your library. Emma will discuss
collaborating across the school from students to site
team to school governors, and working outside her
school connecting with the community and other
librarians and academics on a national and
international level.

14.00 14.30

EXPLORING BEING ME: POEMS ABOUT
THOUGHTS, WORRIES AND FEELINGS
Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow, Laura Mucha,
Otter Barry Books

17.00 18.00

NEGOTIATING WITH SLT TO ENSURE THE
LIBRARY IS FEATURED IN CURRICULUM
DELIVERY
National Education Union
This session covers tips on how to negotiate with
management to ensure the library is part of
curriculum delivery, what good negotiating looks like
with examples of wins and successes from our
librarian members.

www.sla.org.uk

WEDNESDAY
9TH
JUNE

10.00

RECOGNISING YOUR VALUE: CILIP
CHARTERSHIP AND CERTIFICATION
Jo Cornish, CILIP
Jo Cornish is both responsible for and a proud
beneficiary of CILIP’s Professional Registration:
Certification, Chartership and Fellowship. Join her to
hear how this service is designed to celebrate and
recognise the existing skills and knowledge of
people working in libraries and set out a path for
ongoing career support and development. Looking at
the ways Professional Registration helps us to
champion the value of our work to key stakeholders,
support great outcomes for pupils and create a more
secure profession, she will explain how Professional
Registration is accessible, desirable and achievable.

14.00

GROWING SUPPORT NETWORKS
Sue Bastone, SLA Chair
Leading a library service, whether alone or with help
is challenging, often frustrating, but hopefully
rewarding too. The main thing to remember is that
you cannot do it alone. You need a support network
with a common set of values to support you.
This session will look at how to build those. Looking
at networks within your organisation, both in and
outside the library, and outside your organisation,
including professional networks and memberships,
you will draw together a support structure which will
continue to grow.

THURSDAY
10TH
JUNE
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17.00

BOOKS FOR 0-11
Various

10.00

CONTRACTUAL/WORKERS' RIGHTS
Jon Richards, Unison
Employment rights in schools can be a mystery. This
talk will try to answer some of the common questions
such as: Can I be made to work beyond my job
description? What can I do if I am asked to take on
more work when I am already overloaded? Can I be
asked to help with COVID testing? What are my rights
if an employer is looking to make redundancies?
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THURSDAY
10TH
JUNE

14.00

LEADERSHIP TYPES AND MANAGEMENT STYLES
Amanda Whiteford
What does it mean to be an effective leader? If you
search on Amazon, you’ll find over 100,000 books to
choose from! So where to start? This session will
take a look at how we can approach leadership; from
developing our credibility, to finding our voice, from
being authentic to being effective, from developing
our informal leadership potential to managing
upwards.

17.00

BOOKS FOR 12-19
Various

We are delighted that the bookshop for this weekend course
will be provided by Norfolk Children's Book Centre.
See the full listing of books here:
https://uk.bookshop.org/lists/slaleaders

Norfolk Children's Boo
k Centre
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COURSE PROGRAMME
FRIDAY
11TH
JUNE

There will be an hour break
before the evening events
commence at 5pm
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08.50

WELCOME
SLA

09.00

CHANGE MANAGEMENT
Richard Gerver

10.05

TSUNAMI GIRL
Julian Sedgwick, Guppy Books

10.30

BREAK

10.45

LEADING FROM THE MIDDLE
Barbara Allen

11.45

RENAISSANCE LEARNING

12.00

SORRY MRS CAKE
Kate Milner, Tiny Owl Publishing

12.30

LUNCH

13.15

THE LATEST IN READING RESEARCH
NFER

14.15

BREAK

14.30

PUBLISHER'S ROADSHOW

15.30

THE SUPREME LIE
Geraldine McCaughrean, Usborne

17.00

WHAT’S ALL THE LAUGHTER ABOUT? A
PANEL ON HUMOUR IN CHILDREN’S BOOKS
Emer Stamp, James Harris, Sue Cheung

18.00

SLYA CELEBRATIONS
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SATURDAY
12TH
JUNE
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09.00

LIBRARIANS AS RESEARCHERS
Meera Chudasama

10.05

BRAND NEW BOY
David Almond, Walker Books

10.30

BREAK

10.45

CONFIDENCE
Kerry Jordan-Daus

11.45

BREAK

12.00

OVERDRIVE

12.30

GOOD NEWS
Rashmi Sirdeshpande, Wren and Rook

12.45

LUNCH

13.15

ACE OF SPADES
Faridah Àbíké-íyímídé, Usborne

13.45

INQUIRY LEARNING IN SCHOOL LIBRARIES
Darryl Toerien & Dr Barbara Stripling

14.45

BREAK

15.00

THE LIGHTNING CATCHER
Clare Weze, Bloomsbury

15.30

SARAH MCINTYRE AND PHILLIP REEVE Q&A, OUP

16.00

BREAK

16.30

ME, ME, ME. DISCOVERING SELF THROUGH READING:
A PANEL
Marcia Williams, Nicola Morgan, Sarah Hagger-Holt, Laura Mucha

www.sla.org.uk

DETAILS
HOW WILL THE VIRTUAL COURSE WORK?
This year we're utilising RD Mobile to provide an online event platform which means you
can see who else is attending, read papers and watch videos in advance of the course.
You'll also have access for two months after, which will give you time to watch any bits
you missed, and re-watch any favourite content.
Key benefits to attendees include:
Create your schedule in advance to maximize your educational opportunities
Review exhibitors to determine who you want to meet with
Create an app account to see personalised content and facilitate networking
Network through the app with the smart network builder, interactive timeline and
private quick chat features
Participate in app games to learn and win prizes
Always have the most recent details and receive important announcements

COURSE FEES
MEMBERS
NON-MEMBERS

£170 (+VAT)
£200 (+VAT)

BOOKING
CLOSES
END OF
MAY!

BOOK NOW
www.sla.org.uk/leading-school-libraries
ENQUIRIES
For further information,
please contact:
weekendcourse@sla.org.uk

CANCELLATION POLICY
Should unforeseen circumstances force you to cancel your booking, please contact the SLA office immediately in order
that your place may be re-allocated from our waiting list. Cancellations received up to 30th April 2021 are refundable
minus an administration charge of £15.00. After this date, cancellations are subject to 50% of the course fee. If you do
not cancel or attend, the full fee will be charged as the content will be available after the weekend.
Unfortunately in the event of cancellation of the Weekend Course due to unforeseen circumstances the SLA cannot
accept responsibility for any incidental expenses incurred by delegates. In the event of unforeseen circumstances
the SLA reserves the right to alter the published programme.
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